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Camels as an Arab Cultural Value .. A Comparative Study of the Importance of

Camels in Different Arab Societies

Dr. Nouf Atallah Al-Anzi & Dr. Sarah Mohammed Al-Rashidi
Abstract:

Camels represent a great cultural value in Arab societies, both ancient and modern, as
they have been particularly associated with the Arab person in various ways; expressing his
biography, social, cultural and religious heritage, his long journey throughout history, and
his sustainable role in this journey that contributed to civilizational development, commercial
and scientific exchange and economic growth. Therefore, the current research aims to reveal
the different value of camels in Arab societies, and the relationship of the Arab person with
them throughout historical eras; Therefore, the research attempts to answer a main question
that can be summarized as: What are the historical, literary and religious evidence of the
great cultural value of camels in Arab societies? By addressing the subject of camels as an
Arab cultural value in four main axes, and the axes came as follows: The first axis: Camels
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and their civilizational and economic role in ancient Arab societies, the second axis: The
value of camels in the pre-Islamic Arab literary heritage, the third axis: The value of camels
in the sources of Islamic legislation, and the last axis: The value of camels in contemporary
Arab societies: Saudi society as a model; To achieve the research objective, the researchers
used the historical and comparative approaches. Therefore, the current research represents
an enriching addition to the Arab library; because it is - to the best of the researchers’
knowledge - the first Arab research that addresses the historical importance of camels as a
cultural symbolic value in Arab societies; and a unique expressive icon of Arab identity in
general, and Saudi identity in particular.

Keywords: Camels, cultural value, Arab societies, Saudi Arabia, comparative research
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Ripinsky, M., “The Camel in Denastic Egypt”, The Journal of Egyption Archaelology, Vol. 71 (1985): 134-141(136) -¥
See: Spassov N. & Stoytchev T., The dromedary domestication problem: 300 BC rock art evidence for the existence of
wild One-humped camel in Central Arabia”, Historia Naturalis bulgarica,16 (2004), pp. 151-158
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